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Mrs. Keller

O. Henry stories

William Sydney Porter used the __________________________ O. Henry when he wrote. He was born in 1862 in North Carolina but lived most of his life in Texas and New York City. He worked as a _____________________________ in Texas and was accused of stealing money. He fled Texas and went to live in ___________________________. When he received word that his wife was very ill, he returned to the states and was imprisoned in Ohio for  _____________________. He wrote many stories in prison and continued after he was released. He became a master of the short story and one of America’s most     well-loved short story authors. He is most noted for his use of _________________________. O. Henry believed that people should write about their own experiences, and that real life is filled with twists and turns and unexpected endings. He was an __________________
who died of cirrhosis of the __________________________ at the age of 47.
“A Retrieved Reformation”

Define the two words below:

retrieved—

reformation—

Characters—List each character and include a brief description of each
List examples of coincidence from the story.
List examples of irony from the story.
Theme: “The proper surroundings can turn a person from doing wrong to doing right.”
The above sentence could be one theme in “A Retrieved Reformation.” Explain how this theme applies. Also write another possible theme statement for the story and explain your answer.

